CYNGOR TREF
YSTRADGYNLAIS
TOWN COUNCIL
Annual and Ordinary Meetings of the Council held at the Welfare Hall on
Thursday 3rd September 2020 at 6.30 p.m.
Present : Chairman Wayne Thomas Presiding
Councillors M Gough, M Allen, R Phillips, E Evans, M Evans
C Nickels, L Phillips, A Williams, R Millington, M Donnelly,
G Davies, T Davies
10.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Apologies were received from Councillors R Lock, A Davies and L Evans.

11.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
To commence the meeting, the Chairman Cllr Wayne Thomas addressed
the Council with a short statement as follows;
Colleagues, the Vice Chairman and I thought that it would be useful to
advise you of our discussions, as a result of the unprecedented situation
that we have found ourselves in, prior to tonight’s discussions and
decisions..
Adrian and I have discussed the fact that we are already six months into the
annual term for a Chairman. I know it has not been the perfect solution for
all Councillors, but we are in unprecedented times, not an excuse but rather
a statement.
I fully understand the normal procedures for a change of Chairman and
Vice Chairman on an annual basis. On this occasion, we would like to
suggest something different and therefore I would like to take this
opportunity to offer my logic on this matter.
Adrian has not been able to have the benefit of becoming the Chairman for
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a full term as is normally the case. Therefore, I ask whether it is right or
not that we ask someone to take the role on for only a six-month period? I
know that some might say that he could have done it during lockdown,
personally, I think that it would have been unfair to any individual to do so.
There is also a real possibility that we will see a second spike of Covid 19
and our meetings may well be even more disrupted than they are now.
Zoom meetings will then be held on a fairly regular basis of course. I
sincerely believe that we have all learned lessons during this lockdown,
myself included, on what and how to operate as a collective body.
Therefore, I am going to suggest this evening that both Adrian and I
remain in place until next year, to give everyone a fair chance at the
Chairman’s role. Also, to provide some stability during these strange
times.
I hope that you would accept and understand my logic on this. Thank you
all for allowing me to put this to you prior to dealing with our business for
the evening.
Consequently, the Chairman advised the Council that in accordance with
Standing Order 13 he wished to be re-elected as Chairman of the Council
for the remaining period of this Municipal year to May 2021. At this point
in the meeting the Chairman then left the meeting and the Vice Chairman
took the Chair for this item. The Council debated the address given and
options available.
Inserted as per Minute 57b, 3rd December 2020:
that the following statements be inserted into Minute 11.
From Cllr Millington: “At the AGM I raised the concern that we could
not re-elect Wayne as we had a standing order stating that at the AGM the
Vice Chairman must assume The Chairmanship. Ironically this standing
order was proposed by the current chairman and I voted against it. I
subsequently abstained as I believe this vote breached standing orders and
the correct process to vary standing orders had not been followed. In
response to my objection you (the clerk) told the meeting that, and I quote
“Standing orders are not mandatory” When the minutes were produced this
very important statement was omitted and I asked for it to be included. A
debate followed and you clarified your statement to say that “Standing
orders recorded in bold are mandatory, but others are not.” I accepted this
clarification. When the minutes of that meeting were produced this was
not recorded. Therefore, two sets of minutes now need correcting AGM.
To record your that I objected to the re-election for the Chairman as it
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breached a standing order and your advice that “Standing orders are not
mandatory” The following meeting to record that I asked for the AGM
meeting minutes to be corrected and that you clarified your statement to
“Standing orders recorded in bold are mandatory, but others are not”.
From the Clerk:
“No, as Clerk I did not say, at any time, that 'Standing Orders are not
Mandatory'. Also, the requested correction to the Annual Meeting Minutes
of 5 September is way out of time and therefore 'Out of Order', as this
correction should have been submitted in writing to the October meeting of
the Council where the September Minutes were approved. This being in
line with the Standing Order 31 which States the following : No
discussion shall take place on the Minutes, except upon their accuracy.
Corrections to the Minutes shall be made on the signing thereof. Proposed
corrections thereto shall be submitted to the Clerk in writing prior to the
meeting at which the Minutes are to be signed.
Resolved that Councillor Wayne Thomas be elected as Chairman for the
remainder of the Municipal year, to May 2021.
12.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
It was resolved that Councillor Adrian Williams be elected as Vice
Chairman for the remainder of the Municipal year to May 2021.

13.

COUNCIL STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL
REGULATIONS
With the onset of COVID, cheque payments had been unacceptable
methods of payment for the majority of businesses and BACS had been
used for most of the Councils transactions. This was the new preferred
method with respect to the Councils banking arrangements.
Resolved that:
a) the Standing Orders of the Council be updated
b) the Financial Regulations be updated to include the BACS method of
making payments and income receipts.
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14.

BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATORIES
Resolved that the Clerk and any other two Councillors be responsible for
signing cheques on behalf of the Council. The following Councillors were
approved as being signatories to the Councils bank account : Councillors T
Davies, M Donnelly, A Williams, M Evans and A Davies.

15.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES
a) Planning Committee
Resolved that :1) A Planning Committee be established to include all Council Members
with plenary powers to decide on observations to be submitted to the
Powys County Council on planning applications.
2) Meetings of the Planning Committee to be convened as and when
necessary during each month so that observations are submitted to the
Powys County Council within the prescribed period and reports of the
meetings be submitted to the next suitable meeting of the Council.
3) In the event of Members present at any meeting of the Planning
Committee not being unanimous on the observations to be submitted, or
when the application is of an important nature, then the application shall be
submitted for consideration to the next meeting of the Council.
4) The Deputy Clerk be responsible for receiving planning applications
from the Powys County Council, convening meetings of the Planning
Committees, submitting observations to the County Council and report
thereon to the next suitable meeting of the Council.

b) Ward Committees
Resolved that :1) Ward Committees shall be established to include all Council Ward
Members for the following Wards:-
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Ystradgynlais WardYnyscedwyn WardCwmtwrch Ward Abercrave Ward -

5 Members
4 Members
4 Members
3 Members

2) Ward Committees shall have plenary powers under the Councils Small
Contract Scheme for path, parks and open space maintenance to:a) determine work programmes and estimated expenditure, and the
submission thereof to the Council for approval in January of each year
for the contract work to be undertaken in the next financial year.
b) carry out the works by engaging contractors identified on the Councils
approved list, subject to a maximum expenditure per contract of £3,000.
c) allow any two of the Ward Members and the Clerk or Technical Adviser
to issue, monitor, approve and sign the contract.
d) to inform the Council regarding the letting of a contract, the name of the
contractor so that the Council can approve the payment of the contract.
c) Urgent Action
Resolved that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Ward Members acting
together be given plenary powers to deal with matters requiring urgent
immediate action between the Councils Ordinary Meetings.
In addition, that where correspondence is received by the Town Clerk
which is deemed to warrant investigation by the Chairman and Vice
Chairman, then the Ward Members to which the correspondence relates
would be contacted in order to provide a report to the next Ordinary
Meeting of the Council in relation to the content of the correspondence.
d) Management Sub Committee
Resolved that :
a) The Membership of the Management Sub Committee shall consist of the
Chairman of the Council and four Council Members, one from each Ward.
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Appointment on the sub Committee to be confirmed at the Annual Meeting
of the Council held normally in May of every Municipal Year.
b) The Chairman of the Sub Committee shall be appointed annually each
year at the first meeting of the Management Sub Committee following the
Councils Annual Meeting.
c) A quorum for any meeting of the Sub Committee shall be at least four
Council Members. Should the appointed Council Member be unavailable
for any reason to attend a meeting of the Sub Committee then the Ward
Chairman or in his/her absence the Ward Vice Chairman be authorised to
appoint a substitute within the Ward to attend the said meeting.
d) Each Member of the Sub Committee shall have one vote apart from the
Chairman who in addition to his/her normal vote shall also have a casting
vote in a situation where there is an equal number of votes on an issue.
e) The main purpose of the Sub Committee will be to assist the Council in
the discharge of its services to the community and also to deal with
relevant financial and staffing issues.
f) The power of the Sub Committee will be limited in that no direct
decisions are taken on the issues addressed and it will be the responsibility
of the Sub Committee to make recommendations to the Council on all
issues. The Sub–Committee will also undertake a monitoring role on
behalf of the Council on certain functions as required such as project
management, financial control issues relating to the Councils accounts.
g) Examples of other areas of work that the Council may discharge to the
Sub Committee will include:
Personnel/Training, Health and Safety, Project Monitoring
Accounts Monitoring, Welfare Hall Matters
The above list is not exhaustive, and the Council may from time to time
allocate other specific work to the Sub Committee as deemed appropriate.
h) in addition to the Chairman of the Council the Ward appointed
Members on this Sub Committee for the Municipal Year 2019/20 shall be
Councillors R Millington, Ms Rhiannon Phillips, G Davies. Nomination
for the Cwmtwrch Ward to be confirmed.
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16.

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Resolved that the Council be represented on the following outside bodies
by the members as listed :
One Voice Wales
Ystrad Welfare & Community Hall
Ystrad Volunteer Service
Tick Tock Community Bowls
Open Cast Liaison Comm.
Brecon Disabled Access Group
Ystrad Focus on Health Comm.
Discover Ystradgynlais
Recreational Grounds Steering Committee
Nant Helen Restoration
Abercrave Welfare Hall
Cwmtwrch Welfare Hall

17.

Cllrs W Thomas & M Evans
Cllrs R Millington & R Lock
Cllr G Davies
Cllrs G Davies & A Davies
Cllrs M Evans & E Evans
Cllr L Phillips
Cllr M Donnelly
Cllr L Evans
Cllrs W Thomas & T Davies
Cllrs A Williams, E Evans
and M Evans
Cllr E Evans
To be appointed

CHAIRMANS ALLOWANCE
Resolved that the Chairman receives an allowance of £3,000 for the
Municipal Year 2020/21.

18.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Resolved that the payment for annual subscriptions be considered as and
when received

19.

Annual Meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m. following which the Council
proceeded with the Ordinary Meeting of the Council
MINUTES
Resolved that :
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a) the minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of the Council on the 5th March
2020 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman
b) the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the 10th August 2020 be
confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman subject to an
amendment to Minute 7b leaving it to read as follows “ Ystradgynlais
Town Council was not responsible for the terminology and therefore was
in no position to answer the specific questions or allegations contained
within the correspondence.”
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
20.

FLOODING AT PANTYFFYNON ROAD
From the Minutes of the 5th March 2020, further to Minute 176, it was
queried whether any progress had been made. The Clerk revealed that to
his knowledge nothing had been undertaken due to the Covid-19 pandemic
but he would make enquiries and update the Council accordingly.

21.

YSTRADGYNLAIS DESCRIBED IN THE PRESS & MEDIA AS
MOST DEPRIVED AREA IN POWYS RE COVID
The Chairman had been unable to contact Cllr Huw Williams by this
meeting.
Resolved that the Chairman contact Huw Williams to obtain an update as
to his contact with Powys.

22.

WELFARE GROUNDS YSTRADGYNLAIS
The Chairman had taken the lead in contacting the landowners regarding
the future use for the Grounds. It was proving difficult to arrange a
meeting.
Resolved that the Chairman continues in his attempt to contact the
landowner regarding this issue.

23.

CORONATION PARK
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The Chairman updated the Council that he had visited the site with Martin
Davies (Powys CC). The Chairman was still awaiting information
regarding the footpaths and relocation proposals and that the Landowner
had communicated to the Chairman that he wished to have a meeting with
the full council.
Resolved that once final proposals for the Footpaths are received that they
be reviewed by the Council following which a meeting would be scheduled
with the Town Council and the landowner. Also, to communicate with the
Landowner to this effect.
24.

DEFERRED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AWARDS
The Town Council considered the Financial Assistance Award applications
that had been received after the deadline or that required further
consideration.
a) Resolved that the grants in the sums indicated be made to the
organisations as follows:
Discover Ystradgynlais
Ystradgynlais Ladies Bowling Club
Credu
Abercrave Senior Citizens

Deferred
£100
Deferred
£300

b) Resolved that in accordance with the powers conferred under Section
137 of the Local Government Act 1974 that grants in the sums indicated be
made to the organisations as follows:
Ainon Chapel Sisterhood
Eglwys Annibynol Sardis

£200
£100

c) Resolved that due to the pandemic causing activities to cease thus far
this Municipal Year, Gurnos and Penrhos Playschemes grant application
would be noted for this Municipal Year.
d) Resolved to release the pre-allocated amount of £3000 to the Abercrave
Welfare Hall
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e) Resolved that as there were still funds remaining within the budget set
aside for Grants to readvertise the availability on the Town Council
Website for local organisations to apply.
25.

PAYMENTS OF ACCOUNTS
Resolved that the accounts as detailed in Appendix 1 be paid.

26.

COUNCILLOR JOHN COOMBES – ABERCRAVE WARD
The Chairman made a brief statement concerning the recent death of Mr
John Coombes who had over 30 years service as a Councillor with the
Town Council and had been a long time serving headmaster at Penrhos
Primary School. The Council Members and Officers stood and observed a
2 minute silence as a token of respect to Mr Coombes.

27.

COUNCILLOR ALLOWANCES
The Clerk reminded Council Members of their individual entitlement to a
£150 annual member allowance. Reference was made to the fact relating to
the need of councillors already opted out to continue to do so without
completing a form on an annual basis.
Resolved that:
a) Councillors who have previously opted out of the scheme would remain
opted out until further notice to the clerk and there would be therefore no
need to complete the opt out form annually,
b) that the same procedure as in a) above applies also to those members
that have opted to receive the allowance.
Meeting concluded at 8.05 pm
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YSTRADGYNLAIS TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF YSTRADGYNLAIS

Planning matters to be considered by the Town Council for the month of
August 2020
1.0

Applications granted consent
From information posted on the new Powys County Council web site the
following applications have been granted approval.
20/0872/HH

Mrs Michelle Bevan
Blaen Y Gors Farm
Ystradgynlais
SA9 1PY

19/1973/FUL Powys County
Council
Ysgol Gymraeg
Dyffryn Y Glowyr,
Gurnos
Swansea
SA9 2PT
2.0

Construction of single storey rear
extension and front porch to existing
farmhouse
Construction of a detached Early
Years Facility with sprinkler tank and
pump house, with new vehicular
entrance, access-controlled staff
parking area, external playground
areas and new stepped pedestrian
access from the main road

Applications refused consent
From information available on the Powys CC web site no application has
been refused consent.
20/0920/HH Mrs Gina Earland
5 Alder Avenue
Ystradgynlais
SA9 1AQ

Single storey rear extension
comprising kitchen, living,
dining, utility, wc and entrance
lobby
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CYNGOR TREF YSTRADGYNLAIS

3.0

Applications for consideration
From information posted on the Powys County Council web site the
following applications require consideration:20/1295/DIS

Resolved

Powys County
Council
Ysgol Gymraeg
Dyffryn Y Glowyr,
Gurnos,
SA9 2PT

Application to discharge conditions 4,
5 and 6 of planning approval
19/1793/FUL

No Observations
20/1237/FUL

Mr Richard Northey
24 Palleg Road
Lower Cwmtwrch
SA9 2QE

Resolved

No Observations

Demolition of existing building and
construction of new replacement
dwelling and detached garage
including retained access and
services and new landscaping

20/1233/REM Mr Mark Williams
Plot at former
playground
Glannant Terrace,
Ystradgynlais,
SA9 1BG
Resolved
No Observations

Section 73 application to vary
condition no. 2 attached to outline
approval for dwelling under ref:
P/2018/0294 to allow an extension of
time for submission of reserved
matters by a further 3 years

20/1220/HH

Mr Paul Kelly
35 Tan-Y-Farteg,
Ystradgynlais,
SA9 2JU

Erection of extension and removal of
an outbuilding

Resolved

No Observations

20/1137/HH

Mr and Mrs Morgan
58 Bethel Road
Lower Cwmtwrch
SA9 2PT

Resolved

No Observations

Demolition of the existing garage and
erection of a replacement garage
with ancillary day room to first floor
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20/1131/DIS

Mr Andrew Rees
5 Cwrt Y Gamlas
Gurnos
SA9 1EP

Resolved

No Observations

20/1112/REM Watree Homes Ltd
Land at 89 Gorof
Road, Lower
Cwmtwrch,
SA9 1DS
Resolved
No Observations

4.0

Discharge of conditions 3, 4, 5, 6 and
10 from planning permission
19/1495/REM in relation to a reptile
statement, lighting plan, landscape
scheme, remediation scheme and
surface water plan
Section 73 application to vary
condition 2 of permission
P/2018/0373 to allow for amended
drawings (plots 1, 4-7)

Miscellaneous
20/0870/HH Mrs Emma Griffiths
46 Station Road
Ystradgynlais
SA9 1NX

Erection of single storey and second
storey rear extension together with
alterations - WITHDRAWN

